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FortiMail-5001A board overview
The FortiMail system is a high-performance Advanced Telecommunications Computing 
Architecture (ACTA) compliant board that can be installed in any FortiGate 5000 series 
chassis. 

Figure 1: FortiMail-5001A front panel with a FortiGate-ASM-S08 module

The FortiMail-5001A board includes the following features:
• Two front panel 10/100/1000Base-T copper 1-gigabit ethernet interfaces.
• Two base backplane 1-gigabit interfaces (base CH0 and Base CH1 on the front panel 

and base1 and base2 in the firmware.)
• Two fabric backplane interfaces (Fabric CH0 and Fabric CH1 on the front panel and 

fabric1 and fabric2 in the firmware).
• RJ-45 RS-232 serial console connection.
• 2 USB connectors.
• Mounting hardware.
• LED status indicators.
The DC power level is -40.5 VDC to -57 VDC.
Use the front panel interfaces for connections to your networks and the backplane 
interfaces for communication across the ACTA chassis backplane.
You can also configure two or more FortiGate-5001A boards to create a high availability 
(HA) cluster using the base or fabric backplane interfaces for HA heartbeat 
communication through the chassis backplane, leaving front panel interfaces available for 
network connections.
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Note: In most cases the base backplane interfaces are used for HA heartbeat 
communication and the fabric backplane interfaces are used for data communication.
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